The Spitfire Quiz 

General History
1. Q: In what year did the Spitfire make its maiden flight?
A: 1936.
2. Q: Who was the chief designer of the Spitfire?
A: R. J. Mitchell.
3. Q: Which engine, built by Rolls-Royce, powered most Spitfire variants during WWII?
A: The Merlin.
4. Q: Approximately how many Spitfires were built in total?
A: About 20,000.
5. Q: The Spitfire was famously designed and first built in which British city?
A: Southampton.
6. Q: The elliptical wing design of the Spitfire helped reduce what?
A: Drag.
7. Q: How many .303 Browning machine guns were fitted to the earliest Spitfires?
A: Eight.
8. Q: What was the navalised version of the Spitfire called?
A: The Seafire.
9. Q: Which mark of Spitfire was the first to be fitted with a two-stage Merlin supercharger, giving much better high-altitude performance?
A: The Mk IX.
10. Q: Later Spitfires were fitted with a more powerful Rolls-Royce engine than the Merlin. What was it called?
A: The Griffon.
11. Q: The Spitfire became legendary during which 1940 campaign?
A: The Battle of Britain.
12. Q: What other RAF fighter shared the burden of the Battle of Britain alongside the Spitfire?
A: The Hawker Hurricane.
13. Q: Which Mediterranean island was famously defended by Spitfires during repeated German and Italian air attacks?
A: Malta.
14. Q: In desert operations, Spitfires were fitted with a distinctive air intake filter. What was it called?
A: The Vokes filter.
15. Q: Spitfires adapted for reconnaissance flights were often painted what colour?
A: Pale blue (PRU Blue).
16. Q: Who was the test pilot who first flew the Spitfire prototype K5054?
A: “Mutt” Summers.
17. Q: Which RAF pilot became the top Spitfire ace of WWII with 38 victories?
A: Johnnie Johnson.
18. Q: The RAF finally retired the Spitfire from frontline service in what year?
A: 1954.
19. Q: A Spitfire named City of Birmingham is displayed in which UK museum?
A: The Thinktank, Birmingham Science Museum.
20. Q: In 2019, a polished silver Spitfire flew around the world. What was it nicknamed?
A: The Silver Spitfire.
